
11/15/2017 To Create a Movement to Repair & Unify our Fragmented & Disfunctional Urban Landscapes - The Nature of Cities 

About the Writer: 

PK Das 

P.K. Das is popularly known as an 

Architect-Activist. With an 

extremely strong emphasis on 

participatory planning, he hopes 

to integrate architecture and 

democracy to bring about desired 

social changes in the country. 

Web More From this Author 

Broken and Our struggle 
disparate urban 

for unification 
landscapes are 

common experience. of the broken 
The multitude of pieces of 
issues and concerns 

urban 
that are causing 

such conditions are ecology is a 
not new; neither are political 
responses of those 

battle that 
who are committed 

to ideas of has to be 
sustainability. Yet, pursued 
discussions of the 

through 
causes and 

responses have to democratic 
be repeated many struggles. 
times over, in order 

to strengthen our 
Public action 

forces or build new will deeply 
ones where there influence 
are none. What is 

decisions that 
interesting and 

worthy is that every governments 
time we repeat take. 
them, we find new 

learnings, thus 

enriching our engagement and struggle for the 

achievement of sustainable urbanization. 
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frustration that we face. Our undeterred 

commitment towards building 

sustainable cities compels us to keep 

raising these concerns, in opposition to 

the mighty forces that are causing 

enormous damage to natural assets 

under the guise of enabling 

developmental work for prosperity. But 

prosperity, as we know, privileges fewer 

and fewer people while marginalizing 

the vast majority. In this process, more 

and more people are alienated from 

participating in decisions that impact the 

nature of their cities and its future, 

thereby weakening the alternate political 

movements and popularization of 

sustainability politics. 

Biogs such as those on The Nature of 

Cities are contributing significantly 

towards this task through cross

fertilization of ideas and experiences, 

thereby bringing closer the forces that 

are challenging the trend of exclusivity in 

urban development plans and causing 

harm to natural assets and their 

commodification for profit; world over. 

Natural Areas are regularly vandalized by private 

developers and land sharks. 

Fragmented landscape 

Fragmentation is evident in the current 
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litigations have influenced decisions 

leading to many victories. Successes in 

law courts have been possible due to, 

research, mapping and documentation 

undertaken by citizens and activists, of 

natural areas and putting forward 

comprehensive alternatives to 

government schemes. 

But, the legal process requires 

substantial patience, tenacity and 

endurance on the part of the petitioners. 

Also, a lot of money is required and the 

process is often not affordable for 

citizens and community organizations, 

making it difficult to seek justice through 

the courts. 

A political battle indeed 

Our struggle for unification of the broken 

pieces of urban ecology is indeed a 

political battle that has to be pursued 

through democratic struggles. Our ideas, 

research, data, studies, documentation 

towards this objective must be put to 

extensive public campaign for the 

achievement of a wider public 

participation and acceptance. It is public 

action that will deeply influence 

decisions that governments take. 
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