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HE CHANGED THE WAY MUMBAI

LIVES

The city is his W()rksh()p

' redevelopments and revamping of various public spaces he hopes
to make the C|ty more habltable for all, P.K. Das tells Sayli Udas Mankikar

YEAR AGO, Carter Road

was a non-descript sea-fac-

ing street in Bandra. It had

one lane, with a ribbon of

litter running alongside.

Today, it is a beautiful prom-
enade that has changed the look and
feel of the locality, which is home to a
range of people, from Bollywood stars
to fishermen. It attracts joggers, young-
sters and anyone looking for a pleasant
place to take an evening stroll.

That might not seem like asking for
much, but in a city that has just 3 per
cent of an acre of open space for every
1,000 residents, as opposed the 4 acres
per 1,000 residents that international
guidelines say are needed for healthy
living, it is a huge improvement.

PK. Das is the man behind the new
boulevard. This architect took the idea
of re-developing the promenade to the

Jarter Road Residents’ Association,
which was enthusiastic about his vision.
He then obtained funds from actress
and parliamentarian Shabana Azmi's
MP fund. The 53-year-old Das has been
continuously using his architectural
expertise and working with citizens’
groups and civie agencies to convert
neglected areas into open public spaces.

The Bandstand promenade, the gar-
dens along the Dadar-Prabhadevi beach,
the fort at Bandra land’s end, the rede-
velopment of Juhu beach, the beautifi-
cation of Gateway of India — all these
projects followed, with Das’s ideas appeal-
ing to both citizens and administra-
tive agencies. The 150 civic projects
he has to his credit, apart from a few
commercial ones that help him earn his
daily bread, include slum re-housing
projects, re-doing a stadium and even
um. “The city is my workshop,”

But all along, his quest has been for
“collective”, “inclusive” development,
he says. Development by and for all sec-
tions of society.

This impulse comes from his early
days. Das first came from Bhubaneshwar
to Mumbai in 1972 to study architec-
ture at the JJ School of Arts. Then a
17-year-old middle-class lad, he was
deeply troubled by the huge contrasts
in wealth that characterised the city.
He himself moved between the
of wealth and poverty he studied in
tony south Mumbai, while his } 1
iched in be

world
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AGE: 53
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Juhu's green lung back after 8-yr fi ghtﬁ::';l;;_f e T

BMC has taken over a 3.5-ac

Geeta.Desai
§ @limesgroup.com

uhu residents have scored a

major victory in their fight to

protect open spaces. Following

sustained pressure from citizens,

the BMC on Monday took over
a3.5-acre plot in the area's Gulmohar
locality from a private entity. The plot,
termed a green zone, stretches from
Kaifi Azmi Park to Sth Road,

It was given to Ronson Foundation

for development and maintenance,
Now, however, the city administration
will be responsible for the upkeep of
the space, which was originally
Teserved as a park and a playground.
. Encouraged by the success of their
efforts, residents said that they would
provide security for the plot. “This is
{the most important green lung of the
area, which is otherwise quite concre-
tised. We left no stone unturned to
fight our case,” film-maker Ashoke
Pandit said.

Pandit was one of the members in
the forefront of the fight with civic
officials. “Today (Monday), we
realised that when common people
take up an issue strongly, authorities
are compelled to listen to them,” he
said, adding that Monday’s victory
Was an example of citizens’ power.

The 3.5-acre plot once had 1,300
trees. Eight years ago, the civic body
asked Ronson Foundation to look
after the plot under the caretaker pol-
icy. Several trees were hacked
overnight to make room for a club
with a bar and card rooms. Residents -
then remonstrated with the BMC,
alleging that they were being denied
access to the public space.

On Monday, Umesh Bodke, K-
West Ward’s assistant engineer (main-

T ——

The BMC

delighted with the result of their
efforts to reclaim the piece of land.
“When the civic body was taking
down structures on the plot, we felt
proud citizens of the city, who had
proved an important point through
their eight-year fight,” she said.
Bajpai said that members wanted
to now level the ground, and plant
trees. “We will develop it as a green
belt with' fruit and flower bearing
trees. The plot will be used for com-
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big victory for us.

SANGITA BAJPAI

structures on the plot,
we felt proud to be citi-
zens of the city

NITA BAIPAI




THE MOVEMENT TO RECLAIM PUBLIC SPACES IN MUMBAI

22 years and continuing

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

Clearwater Citizens Award
to PK Das & Assc. by Waterfronts Center, Washington, 2002

e

The Urban Age Award
by The Deutsche Bank, 2007
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Changemakers of MumbaiAward
to PK Das by Hindustan Times, 2013
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The International Jane Jacobs Medal
to PK Das by Rockefellar Center, 2016

Mapping Mumbai’s
Natrual Areas +
Open Spaces

Publication
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PUDDI Research:
Re-invigoration of
Mumbai’s Watercourses



ON THE WATERFRONTS :
RECLAIMING MUMBAI’'S OPEN
SPACES
A Published Book

RECLAIMING PUBLIC
SPACES

WATERFRONTS PROJECTS

+  Bandra Bandstand Promenade

e Carter Road Promenade, Bandra

+ Land’s End Amphitheatre, Bandra

*  Juhu Beach Restoration Plan

«  Gateway Of India Precinct
Refurbishment

«  Dadar Prabhadevi Chowpatty

»  Versova Beach Development Plan

«  Andheri Beach Development Plan

NEIGHBOURHOOD PROJECTS TO A CITY-WIDE MOVEMENT

22 years and continuing

THE IRLA NULLAH RE-INVIGORATION PROJECT :
RECLAIMING AND INTEGRATING THE BACKYARDS

IRLA NULLAH
RE-INVIGORATION
PROJECT

IRLA NULLAH
RE-INVIGORATION PROJECT
&
RE-INVIGORATION OF
MUMBAI'S WATERCOURSES
A STUDY

VISION JUHU: EXPANDING
PUBLIC SPACES
A Published Book

NEIGHBORHOOD BASED
CITY PLANNING

VISION JUHU PLAN

+ Development of Public Space

« Irla Nullah Development and
Creation of Public Space

* Locating Metro Rail

« Roads Network and One-ways

« Integration of Social Amenities and
Institutions

» Improvement of Amenities in Slums
& conservation of Goathans

OPEN MUMBAI:

RE-ENVISIONING THE CITY & ITS OPEN SPACES

A Published Book

RE-ENVISIONING THE
CITY MUMBAI :
EXPANDING PUBLIC
SPACES

Open Mumbai Plan
Open Mumbai — A Public Exhibition

Plan Elements:

Sea Fronts

Beaches

Rivers

Creeks & Mangroves

Wetlands

Lakes, Ponds & Tanks

Nullahs

Parks & Gardens

Plot & Layout Recreational Garden
Historic Forts & Precincts

Hills & Forest

City Forest

‘Open’ People Friendly Railway Stations
Roads & Pedestrian Avenues

Area Networking









THE IRLA NULLAH RE-INVIGORATION
MOVEMENT



* Juhu-giri: Taken from a colloquial slang ‘dada-giri’ which means ‘by coerciveforce’.
Here it is re-interpreted as the collective power of the people of Juhu.

*Pyar se: means ‘With love’

Juhugir.
Pyar se.

Free open space: add almost 3 Oval maidans
Create 10-km tree-lined, flood-free walkway along Irla nala
Inter-connect open spaces with institutions & amenities
Re-align & integrate Metro rail network with public spaces
Protect beach, improve access, enhance facilities
Provide civic amenities for gaothans, redevelop slums
Form a model for neighbourhood planning,
participation & governance

Vision Juhu

Expanding public space

Kamala Raheja Vidyamidhi Imtitute for Architecture * PK Das & Associates, Architects * Mumbas Waterfronts Centre

Nesearch Spomsor: 1CICT Prudessial
Cottacts: amirudh paul®gmad com * phitas srch@prail cos o dasyldmante @grmasl com

This was a project campaign poster made for response and reaction in public meetings from citi-
zens and local stakeholders. The idea was to popularize the movement and thereby the planning
process of such public interest projects in cities.

ARABIAN SEA
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Aerial Image of the irlaNullah taken in'2006




RE-INVIGORATION OF MUMBAI'S D WATER COURSES

Major Nullahs - 300 kms
Minor Nullahs - 400kms
RIVERS

MITHI - 18 kms
OSHIWARA - 7kms
DAHISAR - 12kms
POISAR - 3kms




PHASE 1:

1.5 kms

Map of Irla Nullah flowing
through the Juhu
neighborhood

Waterbodies
Mangroves
Parks

Koliwadas

Institutions
Hospitals
Notified Slums
Beach

Roads

Khar Danda

Juhu Aerodome
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PROY'A'S

The Irla Nullah runs through the western suburb of Juhu
with a total length of 7.5 kms. Owing to its geographical
footprint, most areas of the neighbourhood have direct
access or are in close proximity to this water body.

A host of public institutions and amenities are found ad-
jacent to this nullah. The re-invigoration proposal looks to
interconnect these amenities and open spaces to the nul-
lah in order to increase participation and thereby improve
vigilance of these public spaces.
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THE IRLA NULLAH RE-INVIGORATION PLAN

Importantly, this movement and the project are a unique example of the
need for waging citizens’ struggles for exercising their Right to the City

and in scripting its current and future growth and take on several challenges.

A plan that networks and integrates the nullah into the
neighbourhood as well as with the multiple amenities and
institutions in the precinct through green streets and roads that
promote a walking culture along the nullah as well as within thelrla
precinct.
AVM SCHOOL

CHILDRENS’ FOREST PARK

RITUMBARA COLLEGE

These include the conservation of a vital natural asset; its integration with the neighborhood and
the city; expanding public spaces -- both in physical and democratic terms; popularising and
demystifying the planning process for effective participation in conceptualisation and implemen-
tation process, primarily effecting a paradigm shift in understanding of sustainable ecology and
building with nature and its benefits to the quality of life and environment.

Phase 1 of the project includes the development of three citizens’ parks namely the Kishore
Kumar baug, Kaifi Azmi Park and the Childrens’ Forest Park; a public, open air amphitheatre
- the Vijay Tendulkar Rang Manch; walking and cycling tracks along the nullah complete with
lighting and landscaping, and most importantly the cleaning of the waters in the nullah itself.

KAMLA RAHEJA CLUB
COLLEGE FOR ECOLE MILLENIUM
ARCHITECTURE MONDIAL

SCHOOL

VIDYANIDHI SCHOOL

MUSIC ACADEMY
PVR CINEMAS VIJAY TENDULKAR ~ KISHORE KUMAR | COOPERHOSPITAL
KAIFI AZMIPARK  AMPHITHEATRE BAUG
OF THE PROJECT. 1 5kms NALANDA DANCE
1. ACADEMY TRAINING

INSITITUTE



WALKING & CYCLING TRACK, IRLA NULLA
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The Vision Juhu Movement has been rooted in public ‘l"h“ I'eSIdﬂlltS ﬁgl't f0l
participation and democratic planning ideals. access to playgr ound

e e o % besd

These clearly manifested themselves when citizens would turn up regularly in large numbers to
oppose wrong doings and malpractices when it came to open spaces in their neighbourhood.

Gunning For Green Neighbourhood 4
AN open space apposite Vidyanidhl school reserved as a recreation
Pround was taken over by the bulider to build a club in the garb of
Mantenance. The Guimehar Ares Soteties' welfate Group opposed it
whan the bullser started hacking trees. Schoolchlldren and resive:

to the streets, and approached 0ne 3athocity after another,
e help of then mayar Shubba Raul 8nd now MP Gurudas Kamat, the
residents Managad 1o oblain & stay brom civic chief Swagheen
Kshatrlya four months ago, Residents are confident that the problem
wiil so0n be sarted a5 they have finally managed to convinge all the
authorifies concerned about the genuineness of the lssue,

Residenté ’win fight over
entry to open ground

After & March 18 meeting, tho BMC asked Ronson Foundation Lo
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1. EVOLVING A PLAN FOR TRANSFORMATIVE, CITYWIDE CHANGE
2. NEIGHBORHOOD BASED CITY PLANNING
3. COLLECTIVE MAPPING & OPEN DATA
4. INFLUENCING THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN (DP) OF THE CITY
5. URBAN PLANNING AND DESIGN AS A RIGHTS

6. ECOLOGY, ENVIRONMENT & POLITICAL MOVEMENTS



Evolving a plan fortransformative,
citywide change:




WHAT WE DON'T SEE AND REALIZE AS OUR PUBLIC SPACES ASSETS:

482 SQ KMS OF TOTAL AREA

149 KMS OF COASTLINE

16 KMS OF BEACHES

40.7 KMS OF RIVERS COVERING 1.5 SQ KMS

09.25 SQ KMS OF CREEKS

48 KMS OF ‘NULLAHS’

305 KMS OF POTENTIAL PEDESTRIAN AVENUES ALONG ROADS
64.31S0Q KMS OF FORESTS AND HILLS

155 ACRES OF 51 RAILWAY STATIONS




The Open Mumbai Plan
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OPEN MUMBAY PLAN ELEMENTS

g%

CONCEIVED AND PRODUCED BY P. K. DAS & ASSOC -S DATED RPRI,! ’

A plan that aims to create non-barricaded, non-exclusive,
non-elitist spaces that provides access to all our citizens
for leisure. A plan that ensures open space is not only
available but is geographically and culturally integral to
neighbourhoods and a participatory community life.

A plan that we hope will be the beginning of a dialogue
to create a trulyrepresentative
‘Peoples’Plan’ for the city.




Open space ratio comparison
between maijor cities of the world in 2000

n*y %ﬁt'

LONDON: NEW YORK:

31.68 sq.m/person 26.4 sq.m/person
4F4$
¥ § tk ‘}x& %ﬁ

CHICAGO: TOKYO: MUMBAI:
17.6 sq.m/person 3.96 sq.m/person 1.1 sq.m/person
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Neighborhood ed City Planning:




VISION JUHU - EXPANDING PUBLIC SPACES

Juhu is a residential suburb in the western part of Mumbai, synonymous with
glamorous bunga- lows of movie stars and one that houses one of the most
popular public spaces in the city - the iconic Juhu beach.

Vision Juhu has evolved keeping the larger issues of the city in mind. Itincludes
conserving re- served open spaces and creating new ones, pedestrianisation,
significant solutions to flooding in Juhu, development of the Irla nullah,
improvement in transport infrastructure by skillfully integrat- ing the proposed
Metro rail and re-planning traffic flow, opening up of several accesses to the
beach, appraisal of social amenities like educational and health facilities and
making them acces- sible to all, improvement in the standard of living in slums
and gaothans (urban villages), provi- sion of space and security to hawkers and
most importantly- networking this public realm.

NHAF NOISIA

Vision Juhu




BANDRA BANDSTAND PROMENADE

A product of a strong citizen’s movement in the area, this promenade meanders along the wa-
ter's edge of Bandra creating a contiguous open space where people can walk, relax and experi-
ence the vast beauty of the seascape.

Project under taken by Bandra Bandstand Residents’ Trust in association with social activist and
actor Shabana Azmi, and architect P.K.Das.

Funding: Shabana Azmi (MPLAD Fund)
Water front length: 1.2km

Cost: Rs.140 lacs.

Period of construction: 2001-02.

Structures and restoration: Arup Sarbadhikary

_ PUBLIC TOILET
, CHILOREN'S PARK

_ SOUARE
BANDSTAND ROAD

CENTRAL GARDEN SAND BED ART COURT ROCKS PATHWAY



CARTER ROAD PROMENADE, BANDRA

This project too was part of the larger movement in the city to reclaim public spaces and to pro-
tect Mumbai’s coastline. The development at the Carter Road seafront regenerated the man-

groves, hitherto abused as a dumping ground, and their lush greenery has greatly added to the
beauty of the waterfront. The mangroves formed the central point of interest at the Carter Road
seafront. Our development meanders around it. Patches of grass, planned adjacent to the man-
groves, extend the lush green expanse.

Project under taken by Bandra West Residents’ Association with social activist and actor Shabana
Azmi, and architect P.K.Das.

Funding: Shabana Azmi (MPLAD Fund)
Water front length: 1.25km

Cost: Rs.150 lacs.

Period of construction: 2001-02.

MASTER DRANATH ROAD

| MASTER DINARATH ROAD

PATHNAY

80
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EXSTIRG BME PROMENADE



LAND’S END AMPHITHEATRE, BANDRA

The project includes restoration of the hill slope and its contours, which had been dug up mind-
lessly by a hotel to create a garden that has no relevance to the immediate natural and histori-
cal environment. The project includes plans to conserve, restore and develop appropriately the
existing ruins and to regenerate the palm forest that once stretched over its slopes.

Project under taken by Bandra Bandra Bandstand Residents’ Trust with social activist and actor
Shabana Azmi, andarchitect P.K.Das.

Funding: Shabana Azmi (MPLAD Fund)
Area: 18,000 sq.ft.

Cost: Rs.90 lacs.

Period of construction: 2002-03




GATEWAY OF INDIA PRECINCT REFURBISHMENT

The Gateway of India, located in south Mumbai is a historic monument looming majestically
against the backdrop of the Arabian Sea. A must-see on every tourist’s itinerary and a favourite
waterfront of the locals, this public space is visited daily by thousands of people. But sadly this
plaza, one of the largest of all the waterfronts in the city, was a clutter of disparate structures and
unplanned activities with no cohesive design holding them together.

Our redesigned precinct both extends the plaza and relocates the activities at the farther end, re-
organized to skirt the rear end of the central garden. This gives the historic monument a breath-
ing space in front and provides the visitors a panoramic view of the monument, the sea and the
other landmark structures and statues around. The plan also organizes the commercial and other
activities at one location and ensures that they do not encroach on the plaza and clutter it.

Project under taken by Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai along with support from archi-
tect PK Das & Associates and INTACH: Greater Mumbai Chapter.

Area: 1,20,000 sq.ft.
Cost: Rs. 450 lacs.
Period of construction: 2007-09




JUHU BEACH RESTORATION AND TOURISM PLAN

Restoration of Juhu Beach is the third project in this movement to restore Mumbai’s waterfronts.
Itis one of Mumbai’s most largely visited public spaces. Itis a place to unwind, relax and take in
the sea air. Unfortunately, ad hoc, unplanned commercialization, without a cohesive and compre-
hensive vision, had destroyed its natural environment considerably.

Our proposal covered the entire length of the main beach and promenade from the koliwada
(fishing village) of Khar at the southern tip to Moragaon at the northern end - a length of nearly
three kilometres.

As the plan shows, it covers the whole spectrum of activities along the stretch, both on and off
the beach and its immediate surroundings. The already existing stalls and podia have been incor-
porated into the plan. Its salient features include proposals to reduce traffic congestion, generate
substantial new parking spaces, pedestrian crossings and islands.

The plan also addresses the access points to the beach and focusses on integration of this natu-
ral asset with the communities living along the beach. After a long struggle over 10 years, which

included several court cases against owners of the stalls on the beach, the plan was approved by
the High Court and the plan was implemented with tremendous support of the local area citizens
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WETLAND AT SEWRI
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PROPOSED BOARDWALKS & AVENUES




VERSOVA BEACH DEVELOPMENT

Ganpati Visarjan Entry Road

Commercial Markets
. Boat Repair - Storage - Workshops

Fish Market [T

Net Sorting & Untangling Area .......cceinnee

ROPOSED

Areas

. Fish Containers & Net Storage Area

............ . Fish Drying Area

......... . Fish Drying Shacks

Main Public Entry

PLAN SHOWING
EXISTING ACTIVITIES
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The chain of public parks along Irla Nullah in the form of
the Kaifi Azmi Park, Kishore Kumar Baug and the
Childrens’ Forest Park form an immaculate ‘city forest’
within a dense urbansetting.



KAIFI AZMI UDYAN

MANGROVES

DO PusTE PARAgVES s o

MANGROVES




KISHORE KUMAR BAUG + VIJAY TENDULKAR RANG MANCH

VIDHYANIDHI MARG







Collective M N Open Data:



OPEN SPACES MAP OF MUMBAI

~

MUMBAIS OPEN SPACES MAP

INDEX
Nos. AREA-SQKM % SIGN
MUMBAI BOUNDARY 48274 (A) -
WARD BOUNDARY _
RAILWAY STATIONS & PROPERTY 9.41 1.94% ==
AIRPORTS, DEFENCE, PORTS 14.557 301% [
MAJOR ROADS & HIGHWAYS 30.0 621% —m==m—
GARDENS [G] & PARKS [P] 428 0 341 07% | Lo
PLAYGROUNDS [P.G] 690  3.77 0.78% [
RECREATION GROUNDS [R.G] 690  7.84 1.62% [
ENCROACHED OPEN SPACE [onG,P.G.R.G,NDZ, 627 10.10 209% |
Mangroves, Mudflats ]
FISH DRYING YARDS 5 0.16 0.03% I
LAKES, PONDS & TANKS 23 7.06 146% [
CREEKS, RIVERS AND NALAS 13.14 2.72% I
WET LANDS [Includes salt pans] 8.01 1.66% .
MANGROVES 62.94 13.0% [
BEACHES 10 1.44 0.29%
PROMENADES 6 0.12 0.02% om—
HILLS , FORESTS & NATIONAL PARK 536 1.1%
N.D.Z [excluding hills, mangroves,wetlands ] 38.00 187% U A
TOTAL AREA 25731 (B) 54.4%
Balance land area for development of
Housing (5 categories as per DP),
Industrial(6 categories as per DP),
Commercial (2 categories as per DP),
Amenities (34 categories as per DP),
Services (15 categories as per DP) - (A) less (B)= 22544SQKM 455% [ |




AFFORDABLE
DREAM |

A Plan to House Mumbai’s Millions

MUNMBALS
PEN SPACES

Maps & A Preliminary Listing Document

Prepared by
EARES 0 0a0ntnt fuvarasst. ouey on ..,.L@ vt
SAELBANR MR s Alanis naa
bt aasiadll LT T ET TP (30008 aran@snast sun

ARBMABENAY




Influencing the|Develogment Plan (DP)
of the|City:




Printad from

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Draft DP proposes mangrove safaris

TN | May 29, 2016, 1 1.O5 PRAIST
Mumbai: The revised draft development plan (DP-34) has proposed mangrove safaris in environmentally sensitive areas and
jogging tracks running parallel to rivers (nullahs) and creeks in two decades.

Anticipating public opposition for disturbing eco-sensitive areas, municipal chief Ajoy Mehta stated that it will done only after
securing environment clearances and detailed impact studies of the areas are done, Civic officials said the plans were to keep
encroachers away from such areas and help citizens to see the biodiversity of mangroves in natural habitats,

"Il's a good idea to make such areas accessible to the public as it will ensure the area is sale and free of encroachments.
Jogaing tracks along rivers in the city is also a positive step. Mhada is making it possible at Juhu with our assistance. There
will be a mechanism to keep the water clean, The government agency had completed half the work," said film-maker and
activist Ashoke Pandit, He is also the point person to bring 15 citizen groups together-Apna Mumbai Abhiyan--to fight against
the civic authorities' other proposal to disturb mangroves and greenery at Aarey Colony and mangroves for a Metro car-shed,

Printed from

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DP will be a disaster for Mumbai, increase social
disparities

TNN | Feb 21, 2015, 01.06 AM IST

By PK Das

The new Development Plan for Mumbai ridicules sustainable growth principles and actively undermines the city’s most
important needs — affordable housing and public open spaces. With its proposal to increase floor space index (FSI), the plan
focuses on quantity over quality and perpetuates the bluff that increasing volumes of construction will automatically solve the

problems of the city — when in fact it will only further increase social disparities.

First let’s look at affordable housing. The new draft DP is not only silent on this issue but actively undermines the sector. Many
organizations have demanded that slum-occupied lands be reserved for affordable housing, which would enable the
rehabilitation of existing slum-dwellers as well as create an equal number of affordable housing units. They have also
demanded reservations for social amenities on this slum land. The new DP, on the other hand, perpetuates the current failed
SRA policy of allowing slum lands to be taken over for commercial development. In fact, to please developers, the plan
promises to do away with the reservations that allegedly are holding up slum redevelopment. We have all seen how this SRA
policy of incentivizing the market to build affordable housing has only led to more “slumification” of the city, producing vertical
slums without amenities side by side with luxury high-rises. The past decade has shown us that affordable housing cannot be
left to the market forces.

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE REVISED DRAFT
OF
MUMBAI'S DEVELOPMENT PLAN:
2014 - 2034

GULMOHAR RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

LET'S
EXPAND
PUBI

SPACES

MUMBAI WATERFRONTS CENTRE

SS

SAVE OPEN SPACES

BANDRA WEST RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION




MAPPING OF SLUMS, MUMBAI

MUMBAI'S SLUMS MAP -1

This map to be read together with 'Mumbai's Slums Map -2 D.P. Reservations'

INDEX
AREA-SQKM | % SIGN
GREATER MUMBAI BOUNDARY 48274 100.00%
WARD BOUNDARY ' — |
LAND AREA RESERVED FOR IIOUSING (as per D.P.) 102.17 21.17%
TOTAL SLUMS LAND AREA 4228 8.75%
7717\1UMBAI'S POPULA'['IOE gaisipgrizig)ill ccnsus:) - || 12.43 mn @?g‘/‘i i
SLUM- DWELLERS POPULATION (as per 2011 census) 06.53mn | 52.50%
Not to scale. Various reservations are as per the Development Plan. Population figures N
are aprroximate. T



Access: How many people live within 0.5km of a 5 x 0.5km linear park?

Data source: http://www.citymayors.com/statistics/largest-cities-density-125.html

Mumbai New York Seoul i Bogota
Population (millions) 14.3 8.4 ; 7
Size (km?) 484 1,2 49 ,580 518
Density (people/km?) 29,650 7,000 16,700 6,850 13,500

People served by a

2.5km? linear park 177,900 42,000 0,200 41,100
(5 x 0.5km)

(people within 0.5km)

To serve that many

2 .
with a square park 12.25 km? park (3+ km per side) ... 1,225 hectares

Perimeters of four .
equal-area (=4) S,
shapes
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Urban Planning and Design as A Right:



VARIOUS PUBLICATIONS RELATED TO
THE MOVEMENT FOR RECLAIMING PUBLIC SPACES IN MUMBAI

These publications have been outcomes of the effort to popularise and publicise the on going
struggle and movement for the right to public spaces within the city of Mumbai and the re-invig-
oration and integration with the city of the 140 sq. km. natural areas.

1.Vision Juhu - Expanding Public Spaces,

Published by PK Das & Associates, 2007

In collaboration with the design cell of Kamla Raheja Vidyanidhi College of Architecture and En-
vironmental Studies, KRVIA.

This book is based on an extensive survey and documentation of Juhu the coastal suburb of
Mumbai. Itincludes mapping of the open spaces, the iconic Juhu beach, the Irla nullah, man-
groves, along with a survey of the various activities and settlements, proposing a comprehensive
and all compassing Vision Juhu Plan with neighborhood based city planning as its main argu-
ment.

2. On the Waterfront - Reclaiming Mumbai’s Open Spaces,

Published by PK Das & Associates and Mumbai Waterfronts Center, 2011

Through two actual case studies, the book demonstrates how the two waterfronts in Bandra--
another coastal suburban neighborhood in Mumbai, have been reclaimed for its citizens and by
design have been turned into democratic spaces.

3.Mumbai’s Open Spaces - Maps & a Preliminary Listing Document,

Published by Mumbai Waterfronts Center and PK Das & Associates, 2011

This is a comprehensive listing with the locations and areas of all the reserved open spaces as
per the Development Plan of Mumbai, ward-wise has been published. This listing also records
the actual available open space on the ground and their user status.

4.0pen Mumbai - Re-envisioning the city and its open spaces,

Published by Mumbai Waterfronts Center and PK Das & Associates, 2012

This is the first time ever a mapping of the open spaces in Mumbai and the vast extent of the
natural areas-- creeks, wetlands, rivers, watercourses, hills, forests, beaches, have been undertak-
en. The book also provides examples of the various projects undertaken through citizens effort
in reclaiming the waterfronts and open spaces in the city. Also, an Open Mumbai plan has been
presented illustrating the idea of the networking and integration of all the open spaces and the
natural areas with an objective of achieving a sustainable future.

5.Design Beyond Boundaries- Integrating the backyards,

Published by PUDDI, 2018

A four month design studio with final year students at KRVIA focussed on backyards of devel-
opment that the city produces with its growth, and how these spaces needed integration and
improvement. The Irla Nullah was the protagonist of the studio with students exploring various
avenues through which its improvement can be envisioned at a larger neighbourhood scale.

*These publications can be found online on PK Das & Associates’ website: www.pkdas.com

¢
design._
beydnd
boundari

MUMBAI'S
OPEN SPACES

Mage 5 A Pbmnary Linmsng Dawawns

ONTHE
WATERFRONT

Rechiming Mumbai's Open Spaces



http://www.pkdas.com/

‘WALKING, CYCLING AND A FOREST -VISION JUHU PLAN

Our cenkal objective is fo bring Juhu fogether
Connecting and networking fhe various isolated,

'WALKING, CYCLING AND A FOREST ESFaC 5 N i e T S e L

the open spaces, the Ina nalah, garders, parks,
jic institutions ke col

schools, training center's, music, dance and ort center's,
markets, health-care centers, efc. These connected
spaces would be further nefworked with neighborhood
sroefs for further integration and accessibily. Ths effort
would nourish community ffe. neighborhood

democrafic aspirations.

pulsaling system of public spaces that would form the
\ heart of Juhv. This will oo provide a distinct identity fo
our neighborhood and all our people. Women, chidren,
the old, the young. will ol find an opportunity 1o wok.
cycle. play and infermingle in these areas. Groups will
have opportunities to organize spontaneous and formal
activities like meefings. music and dance programs, art
fostvk, getfogethers. games for chidten. spot.
literary activifies, theatre and many such ever
Collryes and Schooks in o 0r6G My Croonas events
both for their students and for the neighborhood.
X On both sides of kia naah that runs for nearly five
Klometers along the length of Juhu, we wil be able to
waik and cycle on well-bult tracks. Keeping with the
original idea of the Municipal Corporation for building a
City Forest” on kand along the ifa nalah, launched way
back in 19—, we will grow many more frees and o forest
in Gl these areas.'Walking, Cycling and a Forest s thus

‘our metaph our
social, cultural and polifical life in Juhu. This we believe
‘will encrmously enrich our lives and we all will be proud
of our neighborhood and piace.

Through this project, we il demonsirate the need and
importance of planning and developing neighborhoods
and their identityin this fast growing mefropols. We wil
a0 demonstrate the significance of preparing
comprenendie area edevelopment plonscx @ oy
forward in the preparation of a dyn ty

plon. Planning for then
e a bottom-up process wih poriciaion o ol the

| pecple. Neighbarhood and area pians enable easy.

Bl Sr eftecive pricipalion. Ideas about
democratization of public spaces and planning is well
afleclec 1 arclacar Abcave s pefoct s cis
about aright and & romance for actveving bef
Quolty of e traf ol he cizens deserve and aspre for
themselves, ther families and communifies.

-P K DAS Architect

HRCRINS PAY AREA ACRMAL ANPHIAEA

R0t vy P, Astonas O

st e e Ses A CITIZENS' YICTORY PARK Sifsee mscns- s
. e e
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Ecology, Environmel@ Holitical Movement:



Urbanisation of Cities:
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Putting the fort back in Band

v M)

04y METRD-

Callous citizens,

gi J& 111 government

S e r A a 1 o L1 ]
hh-n-l,um—mno— --vpn—:-rm oo the shores will continue 20 be discharged without
wvist PK. Des talks abwnst how tee There is plan for

Sad w0 worse e king of the ge wyrtem and
lormz-u-d-hay:g-mh— tation of the wheme 1o storm wazer
F - from Also, If the Marine plan worka, storm
segment ‘water drainage at Worll will contnue relcasing

d-um-ﬂmmmw-u an cqual amaount of waste on the shores.
ment. This has contributed mmmensely to raped deters- Proposals for fiyovers and roads along the west
mu(p-uxq-— they are csther owned or coast wihout amy plan for smultaneces development
ohc-ﬂan‘ waterfronts is another exampic of government s de-

of ‘Kolis" — fisher folk from sensitive -
ties who have boen living for several years on water- corma.

sennc of de- Fimally, the reluctance on part of the asthorities to

UL“MATE.I)C doe 10 lack of

SAVE MUMBAI'S powing eeacameen ai o o
degr

Winds of change sweep across Mumbai’s vandalised waterfronts

MUMBAL“In & city m‘m, for
breath, it is quite dreadful,
Serves British architect and *
Pay boy' Pierre d'Avoine, “that
Mumbai's greatest open spaces, its
Shaterfronts arc being so vandalised
Hhiat its people can derive little ben-
£fit from them." Treated as dump-
g grounds for garbage and
Sewage, or as free sites for en-
groachment, several of Mumbai's
waterfronts are actually shunncd
by its residents. So,it is heartening
10 find some citizens' groups and
Aschitects hm? joint initiatives
tanurse their bit of waterfront back
{Jifc—as in Bandea, for instance.
Walk along the Bandra water-
front now, and you will find that the
deamatic black rocks along the old
Band Stand are rising from the de-
s, as it were, as are the mangroves.
off.Carter Road. Whals more, &

o people can take a brisk walk and
e breath of fresh air.

The Bandra project, on which
work started a couple of months
0, is part of architect and housing
sctivist PK. Das’ masterplan for the
restoration of the city's waterfront.
Drawn up over two years ago, the
masterplan looks at the phased re-
Juvenation of three types of water
front arcas—public spaces like
beaches and waterfront rome
nades; native setticments like fish-
ing villages; and scaside heritage

ecincts like the i, Mahim.

indra and Vasai forfs

[t 11; with, e is scasibly tack-

WTMM\M‘, l-l

un! about K‘ 1 crore rd: 10 m
cute. Committed to the rules of the
coastal regulation zone, the archi-
tect is anti-reclamation and be-
lieves instead that “it is important
10stop the abuse of our cxisting wa-
terfronts and work within the exist-
realities (0 progressively restore
- :ﬂw wral beauty”.
Hn restoration projects ey
the creation of landscaped walkway
, edestrianisation, ;amz lighting,
security, drainage, plm of suit-
able trees and shrubs ipstal-
lation of plagues on ma histary of
the _ waterfrontncighbourbood.
“Above all, they involve citizens'
parllclpulion in exccytion’ and

" The Bandr scheme isbeing exc-
cuted under the superyision of a
team of local residents’ associations
with an initial grant (fom Rajya
Sabha MP and actress Shabana
Azmi. She has donated Rs one
crore from her MP's constituency
development fund to the Bandra-
Juhu waterfront development pro-
gramme—Rs 30 lakhs cach for

{ Carter Road and Band Stand and

Rs 40 lakhs for Juhu.

“We will mobilise donations to
carty on the tion work, and
collect a small monthly mainte-
nance fee from our 1 200 members
1 maintain the promenade. There
will be no entry fee mdc\cryhudv
& wekome to use the
3y Arup Sarbhadikary and Ka-

mala Soni of the Bandra Band
Stand Residents’ Association. “Im-
puw:sl by the work so far, new
are_coming forward,”
Ma(‘mer Road resident.

*I'm thrilled, my faith in the abili-
ties of the local citizens' groups and
the architect of the scheme has
been vindicated,” says Shabana
Azmi. “Such localised initiatives
afe the best alternative 1o large
grandiose plans which move away
from citizens rather than draw
them in. They also cut across class
barriers,” maintains the MP, adding
that she intends to continue to sup-
port them in every way she can.

Work on the Juhu project will

mence next month, according
10 Ms Azmi. It covisages sprucing
up the beach as well as the ‘influ-
ance arcas’, Le. the Juhu- Tara Road
and the seven axis roads leadis
the beach, and creating a pl
around the Shivaji statue with

1 sanitation facilities for both

vkers and visitors.

Several agencies, including the
traffic police, the taximen's and
awkers’ unions, residents’ groups
and the National Airport Authori
l:;: been consulted on the issue

have agreed to cooperate in the
Rs2A crore project, adds Mr Das.
“The plans for the Dadar-Prabhade-
vi waterfront have also been
cleared by the BMC, and the archi-
tect and local citizens’ groups are
discussing how best to implement
the programme. “Hopefully, it will
all come together. It's hard work,
but very rewarding.” he says. ~
=

waterfronts

4 TIMES
A Plan To Turn Waterfronts Into Scenic Leisure Spots & A Slumdwellers’

PROVIDING THE CITY A
SEA-FRONT CHANGE

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbali: When a lackadaisi
city government allowed
of its biggest assets—the
waterfronts—to deteriorate
into dumpyards and be used
as open-air tojlets, a deter.
mined group of citizens
thought it was time to take
charge. Over the last six years.
thanks largely to a citizens
initiative, about seven kilo
metres of Mumbai's western
waterfronts have been re.
claimed and turned into what
architect P K Das calls the
city’s “cultural forecourts’

O)n Thursday, this perse
ince finally paid off when
he Mumbai Waterfront Im
provement Centre (MWIC), a
recently istered trust
shared the $100,000 Deutsche
Bank Urban Age Award with
another organisation for help-
ing “transform the lives of
Mumbal's citizens'

Das, one of the four
trustees who received the
award on behalf of the MWIC
has been largely credited with
transforming Bandra Land's
End and the Bandstand and
Carter Road promenades, as -
well as the 4-km stretch of PUTTING A SHINE ON OUR SHORES: The Bandstand promenade is a popular evening haunt for people

has done all from across Mumbal. (Above left) At the Khar end, the Carter Road promenade is designed to
ive supportof  project into the rocks. (Above right) Strollers at Carter Road. (Below, from left) Actress and MP

octations and Shabana Azmi, Deutsche Bank chairman Josef Ackerman, architect P K Das and his MWIC
funds from local MPs colleague with their Rs 20 lakh cheque
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BMC SANCTIONS RS5 CRORE FOR CYCLING TRACK AND PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY

Forget the congestion and the: Instead,
stretching for mmonelﬂwﬁmd the Irla
mn;wmmmhmmmmm
green open spaces, 4 garden, a cy-
nntlupez-;rm

vy,
night's dream. This is what
The.
it the green
rack

tute for i ). There will be &
students of these colleges could
h.naouk'l’hemm also be of use
{reaks and senior citizens, £
DB!M}IE students, and the Mumbai Wa-

KRVIA
mtmwwmmmmmmc
is through the encroachments. A
200-metre streteh, from Shopper's Stop to
Amitabh Bachchan's bungalow: has already been
cleared,” said Das. The | project will

the [ria pullzh. The civic body had initially

sarvice

mxna)\ but nwmxldhavemwmkdrnmvmer
from seeping into the non-porous edges,” said
Anirudh Paul, KRVIA. “We gave itan
alternative plan, in which the open spaces
‘would ser
months, and could be used for
tivities in the dry
mmdmdvmmmwmcm-

Josuhmnmllmwuimﬂsrnmm
integrate fragmented open spaces with cal-
kges, public Tealth facilities, Metro Rail re-

Also,aplan
mbemchlﬂdwtm

ac-

the Gilbert Hill
precinct, near Andherl smim which is sur-
rounded by slums. "Like the Irla nullah, the

“The BMC was thinking of concreting the

Picture-perfect plan fr Irla

M The Irla nullah at present;

(CLOCKWISE FROM
an artist's impression of the proposed

autification; a map showing the route

LG SR i G of the nulah, Mangrove conservation will be
pedestrian pathway smlgm‘mwlflﬂh“; done near Juhu Koliwada and the Seven Bungalows-

with the first-phase pathway; Versova region

Citizens inspire Bandra face-lift

invested into the project

The construction started In May 1999, Exactly one year later May
2000 saw the Naval Police Band inaugurate the promenade at band-
stand. Then came the At fair an November 27, 2000. This was fol-
lowed by a party for the under-privileged children in December 2000
An interactive play 1o highlight the problems of the common man was

Nasser Lalljee
Bandra

ON this waterfront, there is certainly no Marion Brando, but the people
of Bandra Bandstand certainly have their own heroes.

It is to the credit of these heroes who set about saving a coastiine
that had been endangered by indiscriminate dumping. The movement
100k off with the Mohalla committee, which was formed in 1993, when

a group of people started taking
an interest in civic problems. They
formed the Bandra Bandstand
Residents Association in 1996
which was later converted 1o a
trust in 2000.

The blatant dumping of rubbish
along their precious coastiine out
raged the sensibilities of the local
residents who had earfier fought it |
out in the court and got
trucks of debris removed fror
area facing the Bandstand Fort
Once this was done the group
moved ahead to try and reclaim
whatever was left of the coastline
The idea was 10 prevent it from en- |3
croachments, particularly those
that had come up in the area

around the Searock hotel

the May 6, 2001 .

The variety of events heid at the
promenade has brought the citi-
zens closer to each other and
there is a growing sense of c:
maraderie among all those
come here. They voluntarily stop
people from creating nuisance
throwing rubbish as they have
developed a sense of ownership
The promenade is now almost
complete, and a 1.6 km stretch of
reclaimed land, from Bandstand
10 St. Andrews Chur
been saved from ¢
Encroachment and other
nuisances would have certais
destroyed the entire already an
dangered coastiine
have developed a
trust and funds are slowly

The citizens had already con- ¥
ceived of a promenade, prepared a plan and worked with architect PK
Das, who designed and implemented it. Plans were approved by the
BMC, MSRDC, coll ed bodies. The funds were
provided by S snder the MPLAD scheme
for the infrastructure r in which the work was  If this
* proceeding, and the effort being poured by the locals, more money was  clai

trickling in.”. The association and
locals are appealing to every flat-owner in Bandstand to pay Rs 20 per
part from this certain sponsors have taken a keen interest
ntributed towards the development of gardens and other

)

xample is emul
y the people

ed, a number of public spaces will be re
o the people

7 JND/A - "WESTSIDE PLUS *
e TIMES % MAY 229 2007

Ares
O Development
clalmed six metres  fund for
an either side of project. Plan is

He adds, “We might
'ktAsmla Pandit, even seek help from
been working with industrialists,

runs adjacent to the
wmm

We've
al citizen bodies on  already finished working
says, “The on the green beit, which
of the nallc nallas

People have
fought for this
land with several

we ( rno

me

w'md tn
pablic anly a

park s
interconnec-fed
with  the Kaifi

leegroly
arrangement,  will  be
comnected to a children’s
across. the road, peer
Amitabh Bachehan's
residence, Pratiksha. Over
ihe next few months, the
plan s to interlink mare

;l:]nnim into  a few
oenetres in - the heart
of Juhu.
Architect Das elaborates,
“'""* project wis bgn aut
i

Actor Anupam Kher, who
bas been a regular at the
Kishore Kumar

Udysan-
I

Anﬂ[nmpx‘)\ld!hall.hlsb
hagpening because people
have fought for this land
with several private parties
and even the government
bodies, Open spaces are a
must in this concrete jungle
that we call our home.”
¥ THE ROAD AHEAD
Beautification of nallas
doesn't 2top with the ene at
Iria. Das points out that
there are 300 kilometres of
water-bodies all's over
Mumbal, The maste plan
is to create  greenery
around all of them and
intercennect them. *These
nalias are not
drains. They are narrow
streams and are present in
almnsl all Il\e

the
dllzum. The ohijective is to
reclaim public spaces and
expand them, Open spaces
Iike the Kishore Kumar
Udyan  have dwindled,
which is the tragedy of

urban development.”™ interacting,

People
have  forgotten  thag
Mumbai had four rivers.
We have to revive them ail

and glve the city a

CITY oo

MumbaiMirror

MONDAY, APRIL 2, 201

Filthy Irla nullah to be turned into green zone

The Rs 20-crore, four-year beautification project beginning this month, will provide jogging and cycle tracks on elther side and alhree Iayer system to keep the water clean

s LissoNTs

Sudeshna Chatterjee
@timesgroup.com

ince the July 26, 2005 deluge,
the Irla mullah in Juhu has
been called many things,

including ‘a disaster waiting

to happen’. Surrounded by
hundreds of shanties, and often
choked because of the rubbish thrown
i st dwellers, the nullah -
‘major storm water drains
~ often floods Lhe societies in JVPD
Scheme during monsoon.

The nullah is now set for a
makeover, with jogging and cycle
tracks on cither side, the entire arca
turned into a green zone; and clean
water In the nullah courtesy a three-
layered auto cleaning system. The
beautification of the nullah will begin
this month, based on the recommen-
dations by the Chitale Committee,
which the state government had set
ap post the 2005 deluge.

The nullah as is today

Rajya Sabha MP Javed AKhtar has
stance
10 the d-year project - costing about Rs

pledgast o extend financia

20 crore. "L support the idea 1o beller
the landscape along the drai
decided to dedicate my MP Loc:
Development Fund for Lhe proj

Spuaking to Miorbai Mirror, archi-
tect P K Das from P K Das & Associates,
which has designed the project, said,

“Of the total length of 7.5 k, in the
first phiase, a 2.5-km will be developed.
“This s not ust about creating tracks,
There will be contiguous network of
open spaces, inchuding amphitheatres,
Lo enrich community spirit.”

th wider roads on both sides,
civie workers will also have berter
access to the nullah for its cleaning.
While Mumbai has a total length of
381 kilometers of rivers and drains in
the city, in many cases, there is little
or nospace along them - though it is
amust tor the civie body to buikl six-
metre roads on either side.

BMC Additional Commissioner
Aseemn Gupta said, “We will look inta
the success of this project. If this
clicks, we will beautify service roads
along other major drains and rivers
across the city. We have started build
ing service roads along nullahs and
rivers, and plan to cover 204 kms by
2014. We 100 have plans to do sewage
Ureatment on these outlets.”
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